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nothing to stop the way from the 'long-eared quadruped'
to Shakespeare. Nor is it otherwise on the active side of
the mental natuie, while you treat it as if occupied by now
one instinct and now another, you can make it intelligible
how each can profit by experience, and become a finished
art or a deeper affection. But there is a point where this
story of rectilinear advance fails to cover the whole case:
the point where two conflicting impulses dispute posses-
sion of us, and clamour for our decision of the alternative:
where, as I have contended, we know ourselves, not as
the theatre, but as the cause of the decision, not as waiting
till the rivals have tried their strength, or one of them has
been somehow called away, but as imperatively summoned
to judge and strike, and that by the new rule of Right\
which never broke upon us till the alternative came. Here
we are introduced to the consciousness of Free-will and
the dawn of the Moral idea, of which, I venture to say,
the prior psychology can no more give an admissible
account than can the laws of matter and motion, in their
physiological application, give account of simple conscious-
ness. All that it attempts to do is, m effect, to deny the
fact of choice, to get rid of it as a phenomenon m nature,
and put it on the discharged list of illusions, and persuade
us that, in all our strife of temptation and verdicts of con-
science, we are dragged along by the irresistible chain of
strongest association. Without repeating the reasons be-
fore given for rejecting this unsatisfactory analysis, I con-
tent myself with adhering to the natural self-consciousness
which it tries to explain away; and affirming that, in this
feeling of Moral right and freedom which attends the ex-
perience of an alternative, we are brought to another
resting-place of evolution, which again gives us a new
point of departure. I do not say that, first in the birth
of consciousness, and secondly in the birth of duty,
we meet with any historical suspension of evolution:
we can doubtless pursue our journey on the same road in
the same coach; only we shall have to change horses (or